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State of (S^onntttitut 



To his Excellency, George P. McLean,, Governor of the 
State of Connecticut: 

The Commission of Public Records begs leave respect- 
fully to report : 

Under the original act passed by the General Assembly in 

1899, providing for a Commission of Public Records, it was 

provided that the Commission should inquire into and report 

to the General Assembly of 1901 concerning the condition 

of the Public Records of the State and recommend the best 

methods of preserving the same from loss or injury. After 

' considerable preliminary inquiry, as above provided, the Com- 

mission reported to the General Assembly of 1901, and made 

certain recommendations. During the session of the General 

"^ Assembly of 190 1, two bills embodying portions of the recom- 

^ mendations of the Commission were offered in the General 

"^ Assembly, but failed to become laws. No other action on the 

s' report of the Record Commission was taken, save the passage 

of the following joint resolution, approved June 17, 1901 : 

CONTINUING THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC RECORDS. 

Resolved by this Assembly: 

» 

Section i. That the provisions of the resolution 
approved June 13, 1899, creating a Commission of Public 
Records, be and the same are continued in force until July i, 
1903. 

Section 2. The expenses of said Commission incurred 
in carrying out the provisions of this resolution shall be paid 
upon bills duly audited by the Comptroller, provided, the total 
amount so paid shall not exceed three hundred dollars. 
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It will be seen by the above resolution, that the Commis- 
sion was continued in force and charged with exactly the 
same duties which it had already attempted to perform. As 
the preliminary inquiry made by the Commission was in its 
opinion sufficiently thorough to demonstrate the need of 
systematic effort and continued action on the part of the 
State to preserve its records, the Commissioners were in 
doubt as to what further was expected of them. However, 
they have continued their investigations but see no reason 
to modify materially their former recommendations. It 
was apparent to them from the number of communications 
received upon the subject and from the number of persons 
who without solicitation attended the hearing on their report 
before the Judiciary Committee, that there was a general 
interest in the question of the preservation of Public Records, 
and this was further strengthened by newspaper comment 
throughout the State on the report of the Commission. Such 
of these latter opinions as have come to the notice of the 
Commission are herewith printed in Appendix A. 

Feeling as it does, that further preliminary inquiry is quite 
useless, the Commission have decided to renew their principal 
recommendation, namely, for the appointment of a permanent 
Record Commission, and they herewith submit in Appendix 
B a form of bill, which is respectfully referred to the con- 
sideration of the General Assembly. 

It will be noted that one of the first and principal duties of 
the proposed Commission is "to compile and print an accurate 
list of the extant Public Records in the State." The Com- 
mission believe this to be a nedessity, and for the purpose of 
showing its utility give herewith in Appendix C a sample 
of what is proposed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Samuel Hart, 
Albert C. Bates, 
DwiGHT E. Bowers, 



APPENDIX A. 



RECORDS IN DANGER. 
[Hartford Times.] 

The report of the commission on public records tells only 
what was already known in a general way, but it gives 
particulars and places the stamp of official declaration on what 
was largely mere matter of personal authority. It makes it 
perfectly plain that valuable public records are lost or exposed 
to destruction by fire or to theft at the hands of any one who 
feels an interest in making away with them or using them 
in any way. 

It is pointed out by the commission that many valuable 
records are now required to be kept in towns where there is 
no safe and proper place of deposit for them. The com- 
mission recommends the appointment of a record commission 
who shall complete and publish a list of public records and 
enforce the laws regarding them, and further advises a com- 
mittee to inquire into the feasibility of providing an archives 
department in the Capitol in which ancient records may or 
shall be deposited, and into some mode of relieving small 
towns from a responsibility for records which is out of pro- 
portion to their interest or their pecuniary ability. 

That no more records have been hopelessly lost is far more 
astonishing than that some have disappeared. It is high time 
for some general plan, suited to modern conditions. Usually 
the larger places have done something for themselves, but 
direct action by the State seems needed to effect all that is 
desired and desirable. 

THE RECORD COMMISSION'S WORK. 
[Nezv London Day.] 

Rather than having revealed anything new, the Commis- 
sion of Public Records appointed by Governor Lounsbury 
has recalled needed attention to certain bad faults in Connec- 
ticut's system of keeping local . records. The flat fact that 
there exists in the average Connecticut town an utter lack 
of appreciation of the value and importance of town records 
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is again brought to the attention of the State, and will be 
continued to the notice of the incoming legislature. It is 
difficult to see how any reasonable person can quarrel with 
any of the recommendations of the commission. The result 
should be the prompt passage of laws in accordance with 
them. 

As the commission's report shows, the magnitude of the 
work prevented its completion at this time. Such recom- 
mendations as it has made are only a part of the changes 
seemingly required in the town clerk and probate court sys- 
tem of Connecticut. The recommendation that town clerks 
be paid a salary is an excellent one, and would ensure a 
much better keeping of records than at present. 

A GOOD REPORT. 
[Bridgeport Standard.] 

The report of the committee to investigate town and pro- 
bate records in the State contains much that is of value and 
reveals conditions in many sections that should be improved 
upon. It may be difficult for the legislature to frame a law 
that will cover all the cases, because, as the committee shows, 
the conditions are vastly different in different places. Where 
the town clerks have no salaries but depend entirely upon 
fees for what they get, it is hardly to be expected that they 
should provide very expensive accommodations for records, 
no matter how old and valuable they may be. The sugges- 
tion of the committee that a certain per cent, of the grand 
list be made the salary of the town clerk in such a case, is a 
good one, provided that in addition some sort of a safe 
receptacle for valuable old records be required of the town. 
It would not cost much to build a fire-proof structure in every 
town large enough for all town records and also for probate 
records wherever the probate office is located. It would pay 
any town to do this if by so doing it should save itself the 
destruction of its records, which is now possible. Moreover 
the manner in which records are kept is also a matter of 
much moment, as the committee shows, and the losses by 
careless handling, the mutilation of books and the gradual 
wear and tear of examinations, should be guarded against 
to as great an extent as is possible. It is not within the 
power of man to prevent a certain amount of decay, but what 
can be prevented should be and the life of precious and impor- 
tant documents be prolonged. Then there should be provi- 
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sion for the copying and official certification of old documents 
before they become illegible or too worn for use, and the 
life and value of them should be thus renewed. What will 
become of official documents made now, in the next century, 
is a serious question. The cheap methods of paper-making 
have resulted in perishable paper of every class, and books, 
pictures, documents of all kinds, save in some rare and excep- 
tional instances, are made upon paper that has no guarantee 
of life for any considerable period. The suggestion of the 
committee as to ink, etc., is very good, and indeed, their work 
appears to have been done carefully and well. 

PUBLIC RECORDS. 
[New Haven Evening Leader.] 

Public records, if well and accurately kept, are of great 
value. It has been for a long time known that in many 
towns probate, town, and church records have not been com- 
plete and well cared for. 

Last year Governor Lounsbury appointed Samuel Hart, 
A. C. Bates and D wight E. Bowers of this city a committee 
to investigate this subject and submit a report. 

The commission is able and has done its work well. The 
substance of its report is printed in to-day's Leader. 

Information was obtained from i6o of the i68 towns in 
the State. Those which failed to respond to inquiries were 
Bethlehem, Bolton, Brookfield, Columbia, Pomfret, Tolland, 
Willington and Windsor. 

The commission recommends that provision be made by 
public act for the appointment of a permanent record com- 
missioner, whose duty it shall be to compile and publish all 
extant public records in the State. 

This recommendation is for the creation of a new office 
and may meet with opposition, but the commission gives 
reasons for belief that the interests of the State demand the 
action advised. 

PUBLIC RECORDS. 
[Ansonia Sentinel.] 

The report of the commission appointed by Governor 
Lounsbury under legislative sanction to inquire into the 
methods of keeping town and probate records, is a very inter- 
esting document, and shows that Ansonia is not alone in 
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disregarding the laws of the State, nor is she the worst 
offender. Probably there isn't a town clerk or a probate 
judge in the State who does not understand and realize the 
value of the records of town and probate court, but custom 
has grown into carelessness, and the neglect of towns, either 
from penuriousness or don't-care-a-continentalness, in fur- 
nishing fire-proof safes for the records has extended. The 
commission makes some excellent recommendations, particu- 
larly that compelling the observance of existing statutes, and 
that looking to the feasibility of an archive department at 
the state capitol. We are not so strongly in favor of another 
commissioner or commission. The State has too many com- 
missions now, and it is better to reduce the number rather 
than add to it. But if a commission is necessary to enforce 
obedience to the la>^, let us have it. Public records are of 
such character that their destruction may entail great loss 
and the towns and courts cannot be too careful with them. 

In this connection it may be permissible to refer to the 
recent work of the committee of the Sarah Riggs Humphreys 
Chapter, of Derby, which has copied the records of that town, 
which were fast going to pieces, and is having them reprinted 
for the benefit of future generations. If the D. A. R. chap- 
ters in other towns would take up this valua^ble work, it might 
be of assistance to those towns whose officials are too lazy 
or too indifferent to care for the old volumes, but the estab- 
lishment of a department of archives in Hartford would 
render even this work unnecessary. At any rate the report 
of the committee has given the legislators something to think 
of, and for that reason, and in the hope that it will lead to 
some permanent results, we are glad it has been made public. 
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APPENDIX B. 



AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
COMMISSION OF PUBLIC RECORDS. 

Section i. There shall be appointed by the Governor a 
Commission of Public Records, consisting of three members 
whose terms of office shall be for two, four and six years 
respectively from the dates of their commissions, provided, 
however, that on the expiration of the terms of office of the 
appointees for two and four years, thereafter their successors 
shall be appointed for the full term of six years. If a vacancy 
occurs before the expiration of the term of any of the com- 
missioners, an appointment shall be made for the remainder 
of the unexpired term. The Commission shall be provided 
with a suitable office, by the Comptroller, either in the capitol * 
or elsewhere. 

Section 2. The Commission may appoint a clerk whose 

salary shall be dollars per annum. The 

necessary traveling and office expenses of the Commission 
shall also be paid upon bills duly audited by the Comptroller. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of said Commission to 
take such action as may be necessary to put the public 
records of the counties, cities, towns, churches, parishes or 
religious societies of the State in the custody and condition 
contemplated by the various laws relating to such records, 
and to secure their preservation. It shall also, as speedily 
as possible, compile and print an accurate list of all the extant 
public records in the State. 

Section 4. The Commission shall make a report in writ- 
ing biennially of the results of its labors, with such recom- 
mendations and suggestions as may seem important for the 
safety and benefit of said records. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



